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Dear Senator Wyden:

Thank you for your February 2, 2011 letter to Eric Holder, Attorney General of the

United States, and me. You wrote regarding "Operation In Our Sites," a law enforcement

operation that combats federal criminal copyright and trademark violations on the Internet.

The U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) has been a full partner in Operation In Our Sites as the

prosecutors of the enforcement actions, and as the policy arm of the Administration for

intellectual property theft enforcement. DOJ will respond in a separate letter to the questions

that fall within its purview. As you know, U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE)

cannot answer questions relating to ongoing criminal investigations or matters in litigation, but

can answer general questions concerning the enforcement actions undertaken during Operation

In OurSiies. All of ICE's answers below are meant to represent only the views of ICE and not

the Administration as a whole or any other agency.

1. How docs ICE and DOJ measure the effectiveness of Operation In Our Sites and

domain seizures more broadly—how docs the government measure the benefits and
costs of seizing domain names?

Success in law enforcement is often measured by a combination of specific criminal

enforcement, as well as deterrence caused by such enforcement. In intellectual property

enforcement, public awareness of the criminal activity is also critical, both from a

consumer protection standpoint as well as through reducing demand for counterfeit goods

or pirated content

In addition to arrests, asset seizures, and incapacitation of websites engaged in piracy or

hard goods counterfeiting, Operation In Our Sites has already demonstrated success in

deterrence and raising awareness. Following Operation In Our Sites v. 1.0, conducted on

June 30, 2010, ICE was notified that 81 other sites that had been offering pirated material

voluntarily stopped offering copyrighted material illegally. This is general deterrence not
often seen in criminal enforcement.

Indeed, of the first nine domain name seizures in Operation In Our Sites in June 2010,

only two of the sites returned under different domain names with pirated copyrighted

content. This level of specific deterrence, and lack of recidivism, is rare in law
enforcement.
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